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The latest criticism about Gibraltar’s Health Service, on the part of the 
Opposition spokesman for health, Neil Costa, is yet another example of the 
ignorance he continuously displays whenever he touches on issues of 
healthcare budget management. 
 
His more recent mantra that “the GHA costs the taxpayer over £1 million a 
week” (which he repeats at every given opportunity), is a clear inference that 
instead of welcoming the many and varied new services that are now 
provided for the benefit of health service users (and which did not exist prior 
to 1996), he resents the fact that this Government is spending so much 
money in the delivery of health care.  As a result of providing new and 
improved services (all of which “have an impact on the lives of Gibraltarians 
who require such services”) and as a result of investing heavily in the 
recruitment of many more members of staff to deliver them, the healthcare 
budget has almost tripled compared to what this Government inherited in 
1996.   
 
Ironically, in the same breath that Mr Costa criticises Government for what he 
obviously feels is a squandering of tax-payer’s money, he also criticises 
Government as soon as there is a slight reduction of service or waiting time in 
certain clinical areas, brought about by an increase  in demand; the Speech 
and Language Therapy Department being a case in point.  Mr Costa fails to 
realise that his request for staff increases in particular areas, however 
desirable or meritorious these are, would of necessity bring about further 
increases in the recurrent expenditure of the Health Authority, which he would 
then in turn conveniently criticise for spending too much.    
    
Speech and Language Therapy continues to be provided by two qualified 
Speech and Language Therapists.  This Government increased the 
complement in this Department during its first term in office after conducting a 
review which identified a need for more staff. More recent demand on this 
service, brought about by more referrals being made primarily due to the 
employment of an additional paediatrician, has led to a re-arrangement of how 
the service is provided. The GHA is once again reviewing this area and the 
recommendations will be considered along with other requests for service 
expansion which the GHA is looking to introduce or increase as part of its 
overall provision of care strategy.   
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